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Kings Dec{aration. 


FF Enrieby the grace of GOD King 
V'of Franceand Nauarrezto allthar 
lcheſe Lerters ſhall ſee, greeting. 
Our firſt yowes & ſupplicarions 
lynto God, at ſuch timeas itplea-: 
=» {cd him to call vs tothe ſuccel- 
fion of this Crowne, were to pray him to giue vs 
grace not to beeof the number of thoſePrinces, 
whom in his wrath he giueth to his people: bur 
contrariwiſe that we might be ſo happie, as to bee 
of thoſe whomhe choſeth for the comforrand re- 
medic of troubled and affliftedeſtares. Andalbeit — 
wee could haue wiſhed any other exerciſe, and 
ſoughta foundation of honorand merit in any 0- 
therplace whereſocuer, rather than inthe ſickneſle 
of this eſtate; forthe encreaſe whereof wewould 
more willinglic labour,than for the reducing of ir 
to health : yer fith itpleaſed God to appoyntys to 
bee a miniſter of ſo gooda worke, and toicall vs to 
this charge, albcirit bee arrhisprefetit repleniſhed 
with the horribleſt confuſion that euer was, wee 
doo.neuerthelefle hope, that hee will nor ſee vs 
ſhrioke vader the burthen. Alſo that having deli- 
ucred the Scepter into our hands, he willfikewiſe 
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 givevs courage and force to handle the ſame firſt 
to hisglorje, then to the caſe of our ſubics, and 
the confuſion and deſtruftion of all rebells,the per- 
turbers of this eſtate and the Common wealth. 

In this ſtedfaſt opinion wee alſo hauc reſolued 
withour intermiſsion,to employ the whole courſe 
of our age ſo farre as may be requiſite and neceſſa- 
ric, together with whatſocuer our paine, induſtrie 
and ſubſtance. 

Howbeit, as for the execution of this affaire, 
our belt eyes and —_ hands doo reſt in the 
aſsiſtance as well by preſence, as by good and wiſe 
counſaile and aduiſe of the Princesof ourbloud, 

 ourofficers of the Crowne, our Lords,Caprteines, 
Gentlemen,and others our chicte miniſters and of- 
ficers,now diſtributed abroad in the Prouinces, 
who beſides their naturall duetie to aſsiſt and ſerue 
ys,haucalſoasgreat intereſt as our ſclucs inthe vp- 
holding of our authoritic, which contfiſterh inthe 
vnitic of the Monarchie, whereypon dependeth 
thetranquilitic and preſeruation of the Common 
wealth. Thinking, that vppon this occaſion wee 

- could no way begin better to ſet hand to-this 
worke,than by calling of them together,to the egd 
rogether to aduiſe ypon the beſt meanes and reme- 
dies whereby to attaine tothe full cure of the bo- 
dic of this cſtate, too farre weakened and pulled 
downe with the tediouſncs and violence of the 
diſcaſe that tormenterh it, wee haue to that efte& 
diſpatched our cloſed letters of the 27. of Auguſt 
laſt paſtto all our Bayliues and Scneſchals, to the 
end they ſhould publiſh, cach within the reſort of 
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his inrifdiftion, the aid afſemblic oftheaforens® = 
med, which we purpoſed to makebeforethe laſt 
day of the moneth of ORtober in our rowne of 
Tours, tothecnd that all they that were named in 
our ſaid letters, might bee preſent abourtchecfte 
and contents ofthe Fame. Alſo to prepare our ſelues 
to bee likewiſe there, leaft in themeane timeſuch 
our forces as wee had together ſhould reſt vnprofi- 
table, we did cuen then refolueto diuide them into 
three parts, whereof we then ſent one into Picardie 
vader the lcading of our deare & welbeloued Co- 
ſenthe Duke of Longuenille:another into Champagne 
vnder thecharge of our like deare and welbeloued 
Coſenthe Marſhall > Aumont, in the ſaid Prouin- 
ccs,to preſerue thoſe townes & our good ſubiets 
that haue continued vnder our obedience, and to 
annoy the rebells as muchas they might, wherein 
they had happie ſucceſſe. VVith the third part 
. which weeſtill kept about vs,that wee alſo might 
employ thetime that reſted yntill the ſaid conuo- 
cation,wepurpoled to viſite our Pronince of Noy- 
mandie,there to comfortour good and faithful ſer- 
uaats, to prouide forthe ſafctic of ſuchtownes as 
haue keptthe (clues in the fidelitie that they ought 
ynto vs, and to keepe the enemies (finding vs ſo 
neerethem)from all ſpeedic aſſaulting ofthoſe thar 
we had latelierecouered fromrhEabour Paris, and 
ſoto purchace them that had them in charge, lci- 
fure commodiouſlic to repaire and fortifie them. 
But the enemies thinking to haue gotten oportuni- 
tie greatlie to their owne aduantage, came againſt 
ys with the greatelt power that peraducnture rh 
SES. 16 
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Low Countries, andofgreater from our Nevewe 
the Marquiſe of Pont, ſonne to our brother inlawe 
theDuke of Zorrain,all whom they had inuited to 
the partition of this eſtate, which at thattime they 
Ts ory todiuidea themſclues.But when 
itpleaſed GOD otherwiſero take order by bring- 
ing their pu tonaught,hepermitted the lolle 
and ſhame of all the enterprizes that they framed 
abouca moneth, while both our Armie and theirs 
werelodged in fight cach of other, alſo of all the 
' Skirmiſhes(cthoughthe match were ynequall)there 
made, ſtill ro light on their fide, and theaduantage 
vponours. Inthe cad,ypon aduice of the grear and 
notable ſuccour brought vnto vs by our moſt deare 
and welbeloued Coſens the Earlc of Soi/ſons, the 
Duke of Longueuille, and the Marſhall d* Aumont, 
they retired ſhamefullie, and with all diligencepaſ- + 
ſed the riuer of Some, ſo to eſchue the danger of 
-batraile : neirher could they take theſe rownes that 
they publiſhed the fiege of, neither ſurpriſe others 
even of the beſt in Picardie which they had ſedu- 
ced in intent againſt their wills, and without their 
knowledge to (ell arid deliuer them to thoſe, in 
whoſe mortall hatred the enbabiranrs of them are 
borne and conceaucd, thereby purpoling to bring 
in together with the ſtrangers the traffique and ſale 
ofourtownes and fubictts, leaſttheyſhould leaue 
any impictic vnpraQtiſed for the atchicuing of 
their intents. For the diuertiog them wheretro, as 


alſo not to leaue the goodly and mightic power by 
meanes 
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vnprofitable, we relolucd to dit 
ris, wherein we had fo happic fucceſſe, that inleſſe 
than eight daics,of belieged(as they gauevs outto 
be)we were ſecne belieging the ſuburbs of the ſaid 
rowne of Paris, where the next day afterour com- 
ing .in le{ſerhag one houre we tookall tharſtood 
on his lidethc river, hauing by that meanes with- 
drawnethe ſaid enemies ow of Picardie, which 
was one of our drifts for the which wee cameto 
Paris, albcit wee could not compaſle the other, 
which wasto bring themto the Combat, whereto 
no occalion-whatſoeuer that happened couldeucr 
induce their mindes : wherein of all rheir cnter- 
rizes,and inliew of ſo-many the loſſes and foyles 
by them receiucd, wee for our partsneuer cncurred 
any greater inconuenience,than the deferring and 
proroging of the ſaid Conuocartion firſt appoynted 
Lo hh. laſt of QQobecr laſt paſt,as is aforeſaid. 
V nich for the'caufes aforeſaid,as alfo for that we 
arc adyertiſed that moſt of thoſe that be called, will 
not at this preſent, commit themſelues to the ha- 
zard of the high waies for the yndertaking of this 
voyage, whereby the faid aflembliccannotbetull, 
accordiug as wee defixe is ſhould: befides that, the 
frit forcaine power that we leuied, ſhould be cnte- 
red into airy realme by I5.of this moneth, whom 
i importeth ys greatlic with all ſpecde to employ: 
tor which:efieg/ it isnecefiatic = ſelfe ond in 
perſon go tothe. Inconſiderationofthe reaſons 
atorclaid,we haue thought it goodto deferre irvn- 
ul the 15.0t the moneth of Marchnext comming: 
as 
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-a$hopingberyveene this and that time ſotocnde: 
uourour clues againſt our ſaid enemies, that the 
refolutions in the ſaid aſſemblie to bee concluded 
ſhall bee farremore caſte, as alſo the waics ſhall bee 
laid ſo freeand open, that they whom wee wiſh to 

' bepreſentout of al ourProuinces,may come with 

greater ſafetic and commoditie, as _— eſcaped 

the annoyances of the winter ſeaſon. Inthe meane 
ſpace, our ſclucs doo hope ſo well tro beſtowe our 
time,thatneither our ſubieCts, nor our ſclues ſhall 
haue occaſion to complaine or miſlike of the ſaid 
delay. VV hereof deſiring that our ſubicQs of the 
calling aforcſaid, as alſoall other that wa dothere 

| any ſeruiceandare willing to come, might bee ad- 
uertiſed, to the end both to prepare for their com- 
ming, as alſo not to;deparr but intime conuenient 
trogetthether by the ſaid tearme, we will and or- 
deine, that all our ſaid Bayliues and Seneſchalls, 
ſhall each in his reſort and iuriſdiftion, cauſe to be 
publiſhed thatthe ſaid aſſemblic which by our for- 
mer letters wee- had appoynted the ſaid laſt day of 
the moneth of Oftober,as aforeſaid, we hauenow 
yponthe conſiderations aforeſaid,deferred and pur 
oft ynrtill the x5. day of the moneth of March nexr 
comming in our ſaid towne of Tours, or any other 
which weſhall thinke more meecte and conuenient 
according to the place where atthattime wee may 
happen to bee, whereof wee will cauſethem to 
bee ſpecedelie aduertiſed, if-occaſion enforce ys to 
eto ſomeother place thanthe ſaid towne of 

Tours,for the ſaid aſſemblic. VV hereto we do alſo 

exhort the Princes of our bloud, and others the 
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Cardinals, Dukes and Peecres both'(piriry 
temporal,officers of the Crowne,ourowne Coun- 
ſell, Prelates, Lotds, Gentlemen, our officers and 
miniſters, and orhers named in our formerletters: 
yer wedoalſo adiurethem inthe name of almigh- 
tie GOD, by the fidelitie that they owe vs, and by 
theirduetie rothe preſeruation & defence of their 
Countrie,to bepreſent at the ſaid rime,readic toal- 
ſiſt vs with their good counſaile about whatſoe- 
nr ſhall bee propounded concerning the eſtabliſh. 
ment of this eſtate, the pumiſhmentand corretion 
of the ſaid rebells and eſpeciallie to doo iuſtice vp, 
pon the cruell and barbarous ſlaughter commitred 
inthe perſon of the late King, our moſthonorable 
Lord and brother. 
Furthermore,notwithſtanding the obſtinacic of 
the ſaidrebells deſeructhto be purſucd withall ri- 
gour, in reſpeCt that their rebellion had no ground = 
of oppreſsion or iniurie receiued, but was raiſed 
ondchic for the pleaſure of ſome particular menspaſ- 
ſions, into whoſe purpoles ny ns; which can 
not be accompliſhed withour the gencrall ſubuer- 
tion of thiseſtare,& ſo conſequenthe the full ruine 
of cueric one particularlic, che moſt of them are 
notable to penetrate : yet to the end not to omit a- 
nic the conuenient meanes, by clemencic to re- 
claimethe ſtraicd into the right path, which is the 
thing thataccording' to our natural inclination we 
Hauealwaies moſt deſired, referring them roour 
owneparticular correfion, whenſocucr wee ſhall 
be forcedto chaſtize thern. . Conlidering likewiſe , 
thatchis firſt-lenie of ſtrangers, which is alreadic 
port B cntred 
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© =>» entredourrealme;ſhall ſhortly bee followed with a 
=. = *- farte greater: alſo thatwee could wiſh before this 

- _—_ ,  ereataſſemblicofforrainepower ſhould meetero= 
- gether(wherecof vnto them and their goods & for- 
runes,asalſo toour ſaid townes, can enſueno other 
but extreeme deſolation) they would preuent this 
inconenicnce, and take hold of chat lealurethar 
GOD giveth them to acknowledge their fault, 
whereto' for ourpart we doo inuite and ſummon 
them asgnuch as poſsiblie weemay, Weeof our 
grace, power and royall authoritie, haue declared, 
and by theſe preſents doo declare, that all townes 
and perſons of what ſtatc or condition ſocuer, (cx- 
ceptſuch as ſhall bee found guiltie of the ſlaughter 
of the late King our Lord and brother) who here- 
tofore haue lutfered themſelues to bee ſeduced by 
the perſwaſions ofthe ſaid rebells and perturbers 
of publique peace vnder the name of the League, 
and haue borne Armes for them, and aſsiſted - 
with their goods, fauours and ſupport, ſeparating 
themſclues from their due obedience to the late 
King our ſaid Lord and brother, and now vnto ys 
who are the true and lawful hcire of this Crowne: 
incaſethey become ſorowtull & penitent for their 
paſſed faulrs,and returne totheir duetics,and with- 
in fixe weekes after the publication of theſe pre- 
ſents in our Courts of Parliamer, do make expreſle 
declaration ſigned ynder their hands,viz,foreucry 
particularperſon in the regiſter of the juriſdiction 
whereof he dooth reſort, of the fidelitic and obe- 
$$ dience thatthey owe vato vs, with promiſe ypon 
MN their ues, goods and honors, neucr $0 HG 
_ - nope 
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helpe the (aid rebells}norany other againſtysand + 
our ſcruice :and forthe bodics of the ſaid townes; 
that they alſo ſend their deputies furniſhed 'with _ 
authenticall authoritic giuen intheirtowne mce- - 
tings,to take the like oath in our hands : that the % 
FP bodies of rownes, the dwellers and enhabi- - Fe 
rants of rhe ſame, as alſo the other particular per- ." 
ſons ſhall be exemptand abſolued fromall nkbics 
whatſocuer they may haue encurred by rcaſon of 
their crime of fellonie and rebellion, and ether the 
dependances thereof, conteined and mentioned as 
well inthe ancient decrees & lawes of this realme, 
as inthe edits anddeclarations hereupon made by 
che lare King our ſaid Lord and brother : promi- _ 
ſing inthe wordand faith of a King, to recciue all 
thoſe that ſhall performethe premiſles, and hence- 
forth ro acknowledge & entreate chemas our good 
and faithfull ſubies,%& to take them into our pro- 
reftion and ſategard. Alſo that it there haue been 
made any ſcazure of their goods moucable or im- 
mouable for the occaſion aforeſaid,after the afore- 
ſaid declaration, there ſhall bee redeliueric made . | 1 
thercof,and themſclues reſtored to the full yſe and 0 
cnioying thereof. To the end alſo thatthey may I 
ſatelic cometo vs, and to the regiſtersof our ſaid 
turiſdiftions to make their ſaid declarations: alſo 
that our Gouernoursand Licutenantsgenerall may 
be aduertiſed thereof, they ſhall bee bound to take 
Paſporrs of them, which our pleaſure is, ſhall bee 
graurted the, yet with limitationof time,wherein 
they ſhall be bound romake the ſaid declaration as 
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berweene them and ys,or out 


_ __  Aaidjurifditions: ſothattherime by the ſaid Paſ- 


Foil mentioned,being expired, they ſhall ſtand 


limited, which ſhall ro the fame end bee cx- 


chein no farther ſtead. Alſo in caſe after the ſaid de- 
clarations made,they ſhall chanceto fall againe into 
the ſaid rebellion,our pleaſure is,that whereſocucr 
they may be caught or apprehended, their proceſle 
ſhall bee made and perfeRed according to the pur- 
port of the ſaid decrees, declaring that they ſhall 
neucr bee-taken or deemed as priſoners of warre, 
notwithſtanding whatſocuer capitulation , pro- 
mife or agreement that may bee made with them 
by any the Licutenats general of our Armies, Cap- 
reines, or other our men of warre : as alſo wee doo 
declare that wee will with all rigour proceede a- 
oainſt the obſtinacie of thoſe thar ſhall not accept 
of this our preſent grace, fauour and goodnefle. 
Wee dooalſo command ourtruſtic and welbe- 
loued, the keepers of our Courrs of Parliament, to 
cauſc this our declaration to be read and enrouled, 
and the within named to enioy the contents there- 
of, with the conditions therein mentioned : alſo 
our Bayliucs and Seneſchales to cauſe to publiſh 
the putting off of the ſaid Conuocation ynto the 
faid 15 day of March next, and fo farreas inthein 
liethro obſerue the contents of this preſent decla- 
ration. As alſo wee command the Gouernoursand 
Licurenants generall of our Prouinces todoo the 
like,ſo farre forth as may depend vpon their charge 
forrheexccution thereof. For Guch is our pleaſure. 
In witnefle whercof,wee haue cauſcd our Scale to 
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the firſt. 
King inhi | ell. 
TT "FORGE 
And ſcaled d vppo pon adouble Labell with his 
jeſtics great in yellowe waxe. | 
AIG ale rpponthe aid fouly, Redubliſicl | 
ad OG. inthe hearingandat the requeſt of 
the (on according tothe de- 
cree PARTON of the Court, the Cham- 
bers aſſembled,the20.0f thismoneth. Tnthe Par- 
liament at Caen the 22.of December, 1599. _ 


Signed Godefrop. 


cc 1589 andof ' out reigne 
_ and ypponthe fould, By the 
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He Courr,allthe Chambers afſembled, having 
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the King hath deferred andput off the generall af- 
ſemblie of the Princes,Cardinals,Dukes,Peeres,as 
well Eccleſiaſticall as Temporall, Officers of the 
Crowne, Lords, Gentlemen, Officers and others, 
ynto the 15.of March next in the towne of Tours - 
and declared that all perſons and rownes of what- 
ſocuer ſtatcor calling, (except thoſe that ſhall bee 
found guiltic ofthe ſlaughter of thelate K1ng)chat 
heretofore haue ſuffered themſelues to be ſeduced 


. by the perſwaſions of rebels and perturbers of pub- 


lique peace ynder the name of the League, hauc 
borne Armes for them, and afsiſted them with 
their meanes,fauour and ſupporrt,in cafe (being ſo- 
rie & penitent for their former faults) they rcturne 
to their ducties, and within fixe weekes after the 

ublication of the ſaidlerters in the Courts of Par- 
ke doo make the declarations therein expre(- 
lie contcined,ſhall be exempt andabſolucd from all 
penalties that they may haue encurred, by rcaſon 


. of thecrimeof tclonie and rebellion,conterned and 


mentioned in the auncient decrees of this realme, 
orthe cdifts anddeclarations of the late King, the 
whole vppon conditions mentioned in the ſaid 


Letters Partents. The Concluſion of the Kings 
| Atturney 


pry "Oe MAL TIER 
Arturney generall and tt e matter p 
tion. "OP 
The ſaid Court, the Chambers aflen _ 
ordcined, and dooth ordeine, that the ſaid Ee 
Panents ſhould be read, publiſhed,and enrou ed 
the Roulestherof, w/o ing and at the requel 
ofthe Kings Artturn : and printec d: nd © 
ſeatthroughour the re of rhis i = 
beelikewiſe rcad, publiſhedand cnrouled,ſoasno Ts 
man may pretend; any cauſe of ignorance. Woo” 
Giuenar Caev, in the Parliament the 20. of De: F& 
ccmber.1589. Signed Godeſrey, — 
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